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Abstract

In order to study the effect of crossbreeding on the growth traits of the fattening period in crossbred lambs,
three genetic groups of pure Karakul lambs (KAKA), Kurdish-Karakul crossbred (KOKA) and Baluchi-
Karakul crossbred (BAKA) were used. The fattening period was done for 90 days in a completely randomized
design with 3 genetic group and 15 lamb. The same diets were provided free of charge twice a day in terms
of energy and protein. In order to investigate the carcass characteristics, 3 lambs were killed at the end of
the fattening period of each treatment. The ram had a significant effect on the early growth traits (p <0.05).
Daily weight gain of pure Karakul and Kurdish-Karakul and Balochi-Karakul crossbred lambs had a
significant difference (p <0.05). The amount of dry matter consumed at times during the fattening period was
significantly affected by genetic groups (p <0.05). Crossbreeding had a significant effect on the weight of hot
and cold carcasses and the efficiency of carcasses (p <0.05). The pH of the carcass was higher in pure
Karakul and Kurdish-Karakul crossbred lambs than in the Balochi-Karakul crossbred lambs (6.55 and 6.40
versus 6.24, respectively). In general, the results showed that crossbreeding has a significant effect on the

yield and growth of crossbred lambs, which may be due to the phenomenon of heterosis.

Key Words: Crossbreeding, Baluchi, Growth traits, Kurdi, Karakul sheep.



